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6th July 2010

HEADWAY WELCOMES LEGISLATION TO LOWER DRINK DRIVE LIMIT
Headway, the National Association for Acquired Brain Injury (ABI), has welcomed the decision by Government and the opposition parties to reduce the drink drive limit from 80mg to 50mg and to 20mg for novice and professional drivers. The legislation is contained within the Road Traffic Bill 2009 which is being voted through the Dáil today Wednesday 7th July.
Mr Kieran Loughran, CEO of Headway said: “This life-saving legislation is a significant milestone in the efforts being made to limit death and serious injury by drink driving. I am delighted that the Government and opposition parties have supported the passing of this legislation and acknowledge just how devastating the effects of drink driving can be. Alcohol is a contributory factor in up to one third of road deaths, but there are also hundreds of people who receive serious, life-changing injuries from drink driving collisions.” 

“At Headway, we see the struggle of these men and women whose lives are changed forever and who now must learn to live with a serious brain injury. Injuries that force these previously independent people to become dependent on someone else for simple things that we all take for granted.”
“By implementing this life-saving legislation, we are seeing a significant change in how drink driving is viewed, not only by members of the public, but by the Minister for Transport, his colleagues in Government and the opposition parties.” 
ENDS

For further information:

Kieran Loughran, Headway: 01 810 2066

Notes to the Editor:
· Headway (www.headway.ie) offers services and support to people affected by acquired brain injury (ABI).  In many cases people with brain injury have no obvious physical disability but the effects can be profound and unique to the individual. Brain injury can happen to anyone at any time in life and can be a result of an accident, or blow to the head, stroke, haemorrhage, infection or tumour. The impact of brain injury is often life long, affecting both the person with the injury and their family members in a variety of ways. Due to the many and varied effects of acquired brain injury, people often have difficulty living independently, working or returning to education, participating in social and leisure activities and maintaining family roles or personal relationships. 
· Headway has been supporting those affected by acquired brain injury since 1985.  It provides a range of community based services in Limerick, Cork, Kerry and Dublin along with outreach services in the South-Eastern region. Services include rehabilitation training, day activity, psychological therapy and family support, counselling, outreach, family education workshops, supported employment, community access and a national helpline on 1890 200 278. 
