[image: image1.jpg]H=ADWAY

Bringing positive change in the lives of
those affected by Acquired Brain Injury





News Release                                                                                                    

11 November 2009

Disability Group Uses Art to Highlight the Importance of Community

A new art exhibition entitled "Colours of My World" opens to the public from this Monday 16th November in Dublin City Council buildings on Wood Quay. 

Headway, the brain injury disability group, have teamed up with Dublin's Halston Street Parish Centre Art Group in an effort to shed light on the importance of community-based services as well as raise much needed funds. 

The artists who attend Headway's Day Service are all affected by acquired brain injury and run a high risk of becoming isolated in their own communities. The Headway Day Service Programme gives them the opportunity to access their community in a meaningful way. 

"In these challenging economic times, our artists are eager to raise awareness of the importance accessing local services. The theme:  Colours of My World, was chosen to give them a voice in expressing how they see their own community" said Deana Conaty, Manager of Rehabilitation Services at Headway. "Also the art is on sale at very reasonable prices and would make an ideal Christmas gift, so we are looking forward to seeing plenty of visitors during the week of the 16th".

*****

Brain injury can happen to anyone at anytime, perhaps due to a road traffic accident, stroke, brain haemorrhage or infection.  It is estimated that 30,000 people in Ireland have an ongoing disability due to acquired brain injury.  It means that someone's life can change overnight, as well as that of their family and friends.  The impact can be lifelong and are unique to the individual, so a 'one size fits all' approach to rehabilitation and support is not effective.

The exhibition will run the week of November 16th and will take place in the atrium of the Dublin City Council Building on Wood Quay in Dublin. The opening reception will take place Monday evening from 6pm-8pm. The exhibition will be open to the public during normal business hours from Tuesday through Friday lunch time the week of the 16th. The paintings will range in price from €20 to €50 and are mounted on heavy black board.
Anyone interested in attending the opening can contact Deana Conaty at conatyd@headway.ie or at 01 810 2081. Anyone looking for information on acquired brain injury or services offered at Headway may ring the National Information and Support Helpline at 1890 200 278.

Ends

For further media information: Please contact Deana Conaty at 01 810 2081 or conatyd@headway.ie. 

*
Headway offers services and support to people affected by acquired brain injury.  In many cases people with brain injury have no obvious physical disability but the effects can be profound and unique to the individual. Brain injury can happen to anyone at any time in life and can be a result of an accident, or blow to the head, stroke, haemorrhage or tumour.  The impact of brain injury is often lifelong, affecting both the person with the injury and their family members in a variety of ways.  Due to the many and varied effects of acquired brain injury, people often have difficulty living independently, working or returning to education, participating in social and leisure activities and maintaining family roles or personal relationships. 

*
Headway has been supporting those affected by acquired brain injury since 1985.  It  provides a range of community based services in Limerick, Cork, Kerry and Dublin along with outreach services in the South-Eastern region. Services include rehabilitation training, day activity, psychological therapy and family support, counselling, outreach, family education workshops, supported employment, community access and a national helpline on 1890 200 278.
