PRESS RELEASE / PHOTO CALL

DUBLIN BIKERS GEARED UP FOR HEADWAY

March 2nd 2010

Biker Run for Brain Injury in Dublin - Sunday 7th March 2010

To mark the launch of Headway’s Brain Awareness Week events, several Dublin motorcycle chapters are coming together on Sunday March 7th for a fun-filled road trip through the streets of Dublin and Wicklow. Sacrificing their usual uniform of leather and chains, the bikers will be donning Headway high vis vests (and helmets, of course) in order to promote public awareness of brain injury and Headway services.

They will gather at 10.30am on South King St., in Dublin’s city centre to show off their bikes, and their support for Headway. They’re hoping to draw a big crowd to give them a boost of support for the day. Headway’s Ambassador, Keith Barry, and the 98FM Thunder Team will join the bikers for a roaring send off at 11.30am. We will have fun, face painting, and balloons, for all kids, young and old!
It promises to be a fantastic morning and is the perfect opportunity for wannabe-bikers and their families to come along and hang out with the largest gathering of Honda, Harley-Davidson, and BMW-mean-machines likely to be seen in Dublin this year. And its all for a good cause: Headway’s services for people who’ve had accidents, strokes, and other injuries to the brain.
You can contact Ciaran or Ruth in Headway for details on 01- 810 2066 or visit www.headway.ie  for more information on this and other events in Dublin, Kilkenny, Carlow, Cork and Limerick during Brain Awareness Week,  7 – 14th March 2010.
[END]

For further information please contact Ciaran Nolan or Ruth Lunnon on 01-810 2066 or by emailing nolanc@headway.ie / lunnonr@headway.ie
Notes to the Editor/ Producer:
· Headway offers services and support to people affected by acquired brain injury (ABI).  In many cases people with brain injury have no obvious physical disability but the effects can be profound and unique to the individual. Brain injury can happen to anyone at any time in life and can be a result of a road traffic accident, or blow to the head, stroke, haemorrhage, infection or tumour.  
· It is estimated that up to 30,000 people are living with the effects of a brain injury in Ireland. Road traffic accidents are the biggest cause of injury to Headway’s service users. A recent study in Beaumont Hospital found that, of patients with serious head injuries, 50% were not wearing seat belts in their vehicles, and 50% of cyclists, and 33% of motor cyclists were not wearing helmets.
· The impact is often life-long, affecting both the person with the injury and their family members in a variety of ways.  Due to the many and varied effects of acquired brain injury, people often have difficulty living independently, working or returning to education, participating in social and leisure activities and maintaining family roles or personal relationships. 
· Headway has been supporting those affected by acquired brain injury since 1985.  It provides a range of community-based services in Limerick, Cork, Kerry and Dublin along with outreach services in the South-Eastern region. Services include rehabilitation training, day activity, psychological therapy and family support, counselling, outreach, family education workshops, supported employment, community access and a national helpline on 1890 200 278. 
